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   1.   Next USS Sea Poacher National Reunion               
2024  Final Notice ! 

We’re  working with the ST. Mary’s Submarine Mu-
seum , director Keith Post , to be in ST. Mary’s Geor-
gia October 23 to  October 27 , 2024. 

*** For planning purposes, please e-mail or call 
Bill Brinkman ( 512-255-0285) to let him know 
you’re planning on attending our National Reun-
ion Oct 23-27. 

We’ve arranged with ST.Mary’s Museum to donate 
our WW II Battle Flag , a video of our WW II War 
Patrols ( which also shows the crew making the flag 
and adding kills after each war patrol) ,and the  

Pendants flying from the Periscope and other items in 
a special presentation by all of us attendees. 

  



 

 

This years 2024 Sub museum and the US Navy King’s Bay 
Base activities are shown in the Draft Plan of the Week on 
Pages 14 & 15, New Special Activities are shown on page 
13.  

 

The Highlights are as follows: 

 

October 24 Thursday 

7 AM Breakfast Group 10 

12 Noon Sure Stay Hospitality Room Opens 

  2 PM : Special Presentation SUBFORCE Briefing 

5 PM SUBBASE BBQ We’ll present our USS Sea 
Poacher items to ST.Marys Museum just before the 
meal. 

October 25 Friday  

10 AM WW II Memorial Ceremonies 

11:30 Special CO’s Luncheon 

11:30-3 PM Trident Training Facility Tours 

5 PM to 8:30 PM USS Sea Poacher Banquet 

October 26 Saturday 

9 AM –12 Submarine Tours # 1 

9:30-11:30 Book signings  

12-1PM Submarine Tours # 2 

3-6 PM Low Country Boil at Eagles Club 



2. Host Hotel  

The  Sure Stay Best Western Hotel ( former Cumberland 
Hotel ) at 912-882-6250 is the  Host Hotel for the Week-
end activities as ST. Marys Museum has set up in the ho-
tels Hospitality Room for all of the 2024 Attendees. 

Unfortunately, the SureStay Best Western Hotel itself is 
fully booked so see the list of nearby hotels on page 10. 

Right now, we have Shipmates and wives at the La Quinta 
Hotel ( 912– 882-8010  ) in Kingsland and at the Fairfield 
Hotel in Kingsland ( 912– 576-1010) . Also two are camp-
ing nearby. 

Ron Godwin and Arnie Johnson report it’s a short drive 
from the La Quinta and Fairfield Hotels to the SureStay 
Hotel. 

 

 US Navy buses will pick us up for transfer to the King’s 
Bay Naval base. Also , the Hospitality room in the Sure 
Stay Hotel will be where we have our 5 PM October 25 

USS Sea Poacher Banquet. 

Note that the  buses take  folks back and forth from 
the Sure Stay hotel  , the Gateway ( TVG ) hotel and 
Suites and the Navy Lodge to the US Navy Base for the 
activities. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. US Navy Registration Forms ( Pages 16 through 21) 

 Fill them out ( for each attendee ) and mail them back to the 
St.Marys Submarine Museum ( Due Date is October 4 ) as 
they need time to check you out security –wise. 

Otherwise, without these security checks, you will not be able to 
tour the US Navy’s SSBN Submarines. 

Notes: 1. There isn’t a page 3 for the security forms on page 21 

  2. Mail the Security forms and Registration forms ( pages 16-
21 ) to ST.Marys Submarine Museum. 

Note: See page 7 for more details. 

4. USS Sea Poacher Banquet October 25 

Your Association Board Officers have approved a $ 1,000 
Meal subsidy for the Banquet which means that your cost for 
the approximately $ 50 meal will be about $ 25 each, 

We’ll let you know your actual cost at the reunion. 

( bring your check or cash) 

The catered meal will have Garden Salad & dressing, a  

Carving Station for the Roasted Prime Beef w /Au Jus, Roast-
ed Chicken w/Natural Pan Sauce ,Grilled Salmon w/Dill 
Sauce, Garlic Mashed potatoes , fresh Vegetable Medley , Sea-
soned green Beans , Fresh Dinner Rolls w/Butter ,Sweet tea, 
Lemonade , and bottled water , desserts =Asst. Cheescake. 

Your Association Board Officers have also approved giving 
each attendee a free Nametag and Coffee cup made by Jack 
Merrill TM 61-63. See page 5. 

Contact Jack at sebagojack@gmail.com to order extra coffee 
cups at $ 5.00 each. 



 



 

 Whose Coming as of  August 22 , 2024 ( 34/35) 

Bob ( QM 59-60 ) Acor and Carolyn 

Bill  ( EM 60-62 ) Brinkman and Lin 

Walter Brinkman ( USAF Captain 66-70 ) 

Richard ( QM 62-63 ) Clubb and Nancy 

Lyle ( TM 63 ) Gillette and Kathy 

Ron Godwin ( SO 58-61) and Ensign 66 

Hubert ( EM 66-69 ) Jackson and Linda 

Arnie ( EM 61-63 ) Johnson and Eileen Vierow 

Chuck ( EM 63-65) Kilgore  and Bobbie 

John ( ET 58-61) Love and Sharon 

JJ ( CS 59-62 ) Lynch and Sonja 

Buster ( QM 62-63) McCollum and Kaye 

  Roy and Doris Irvine ( Buster’s Step Son) 

Joe ( ET 62-63 ) Murdoch  and Linda Machado 

Jack ( TM 61-63 ) Merrill and Sandra 

Jon ( MM 62-63 ) Nagle and Gazie 

John ( QM 59-62 ) Snook and Annette 

Joe Storz ( EM 65 ) 

 Larry  ( MM 62-65 ) Weinfurter , maybe Jean 

USS Sea Owl SS 405: Walt Deal , Roy Purtell 



 

3. US Navy Registration Forms ( Pages 16 through 
21) 

 Fill them out ( for each attendee ) and mail them 
back to the Navy ASAP ( Due Date is October 4 ) 
as they need time to check you out security –wise. 

Otherwise, without these security checks, you will 
not be able to tour the US Navy’s SSBN Submarines. 

Notes: 1. There isn’t a page 3 for the security forms 
on page 21. 

  Note 2. Mail the Security forms and Registration 
forms ( pages 16-21 ) to  

ST.Marys Submarine Museum 

ATTN: 2024 WW II Memorial 

Post Office Box # 5640 

ST.Marys ,GA 31558-5640 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

William "Bill" Jackson Cook 
December 14, 1938 - August 20, 2024 

 

 
U.S. Veteran  USS Sea Poacher TM 60-64 

Bowling Green - William "Bill" Jackson Cook, age 85, 

passed away Tuesday, August 20, 2024.  He was born 

December 14, 1938 in Tilghmon, FL to Otis & Letha 

Cook.  Bill was a Veteran serving three years in the US 

Amy and then four years in the US Navy.  After his 

service to his Country, Bill worked for the phospate 

mines as a Welder/ Maintenance Mechanic.  He was a 

member of the First Baptist Church of Bowling 

Green.  He was preceded in death by his parents Otis & 

Letha McAdams Cook, siblings Harold, Hubert, Bessie, 

Betty, Shirley, Mary and Faye.  Bill is survived by his wife 

of 62 years Janice Cook, two sons Jay Cook & wife Jan 

and Jeff Cook, daughter Deana Sellers & husband Mark, 

three sisters Alene Allen, Jenell Mogle & husband Larry 

and Carol Farris & husband Ray, brother Jerry Cook & 

wife Connie.  Nine grandchildren Elizabeth Cook, Bill 

Cook, Johnathan Cook, Jessica Brooks & husband Zach, 

Clifton Sellers & wife Megan, Nathan Sellers & wife Joy, 

Bryan Cook & wife Amanda, Craig Cook and Caleb 

Cook, twelve great grandchildren Cecelia, Jameson, 



 

Hallie, Wesley, Evie, Miti, Ezra, Emmy, Aurora, 

Cheyanne, Carson and Kinley.  .  Burial with Military 

Honors was  held August 24 , 2024 at Mount Pisgah 

Cemetery in Fort Meade, FL.  Memorials may be made 

to One More Child with the Florida Baptist Children's 

Home or Good Shepherd Hospice.  Condolences to 

family at www.whiddenmcleanfuneralhome.com  

 

Jack Merrill TM 61-63  

Presented William’s Memo-
rial Plaque to his wife Janice 
( on right ) and his daughter 
on left. 



 

Eternal Patrol 

James H. Halbert  MM 62-64 

 

James died in July 2024 in Rock Hill ,SC. 

James was a US Navy Chief. He leaves behind wife 
Roseann. 

James and Roseann attended many of our USS Sea 
Poacher reunions and they helped run the 2017 Norfolk 
Reunion. 

Eternal Patrol 

 

John Sohl   RM 46 

John was 97 when he died August 8 , 2024 at  

Eustis ,FL. John was the last USS Sea Poacher ship-
mate from the crew of 1946. 

 


